
Grace at work

Grace in abundance



Grace in the New Testament

• 33x about the grace ‘OF’ God
• 9x about the grace ‘FROM’ God
• “OF” / ”FROM” GOD = 42x 
• 13x about the grace ‘OF’ the Lord Jesus Christ
• 11x about the grace ‘FROM’ the Lord Jesus Christ
• 13x ‘By’, ‘Through’ or ‘In’ - God or Jesus Christ
• “OF” / “FROM” JESUS = 24x 
• “OF” / “FROM” BOTH GOD and JESUS = 13x 
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Titus 2:11
“For the grace of God that brings salva5on has appeared 
to all men”

• Greek = epiphainō
• “to shine upon” or “to give light”.
• to become visible – or - to become clearly known. 



Why has Grace appeared?

1) Because of WHO GOD IS

2)  Because of man’s NEED



Ephesians 1:1-10
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are 
in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundaEon of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predesEned us to adopEon as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
In Him we have redempEon through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensaEon of the fullness of the Emes He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth—in Him
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predesEned 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 
praise of His glory.”



Ephesians 1:1-10
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are 
in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundaEon of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predesEned us to adopEon as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
In Him we have redempEon through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensaEon of the fullness of the Emes He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth—in Him
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predesEned 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 
praise of His glory.”



Ephesians 1:1-11
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are 
in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundaEon of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predesEned us to adopEon as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
In Him we have redempEon through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensaEon of the fullness of the Emes He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth—in Him
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predesEned 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 
praise of His glory.”



Ephesians 1:1-11
Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, To the saints who are 
in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
just as He chose us in Him before the foundaEon of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having 
predesEned us to adopEon as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved.
In Him we have redempEon through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of His grace which He made to abound toward 
us in all wisdom and prudence, having made known to us the mystery 
of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensaEon of the fullness of the Emes He might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven 
and which are on earth—in Him
“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predesEned 
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the 
counsel of His will, that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the 
praise of His glory.”



Grace appeared… according to

• HIS will. HIS purpose. HIS good pleasure

IE: So that…
• We might know the CHARACTER of our Father   

• We might PRAISE Him for what He has done 

• We might PRAISE Him for WHO He is 



Why has Grace appeared?

1) Because of WHO GOD IS

2)  Because of man’s NEED



Ephesians 2:1-5
““And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, in which you once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 
disobedience, among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of 
wrath, just as the others.
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved)”



Man’s problem
• Man is ENSLAVED TO SIN

• Man is under the PENALTY of JUDGEMENT 

• Man is SPIRITUALLY DEAD

• But now SALVATION has come !  



Ephesians 2:8-10
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves; it is the gi8 of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”



“by grace you have been saved”
• GOD takes people who were SPIRITUALLY DEAD -

and He makes them ‘ALIVE’ 

• God takes those who are ENSLAVED - and He 
LIBERATES them

• God takes all who are under condemnacon – and 
He WIPES AWAY their sin

How? 
By GRACE



• Romans 1:7 

• Romans 16: 20,24 

• 1 Corinthians 1:3-4 

• 1 Corinthians 16:22

• 2 Corinthians 1:2

• 2 Corinthians 13:14

• Gala9ans 1:3

• Gala9ans 6:18 

• Ephesians 1:2

• Ephesians 6-23

• Philippians 1:2

• Philippians 4:23

• 1 Thessalonians 1:1
• 1 Thessalonians 5:28 

• 2 Thessalonians 1:2 
• 2 Thessalonians 3:18 

• 1 Timothy 1:2
• 1 Timothy 6:21

• 2 Timothy 1:2
• 2 Timothy 4:22

• Titus 1:4
• Titus 3:15

• 1 Peter 1:2 
• 1 Peter 5:12

• 2 Peter 1:2
• 2 Peter 3:18 

• Revela9on 1:4 
• Revela9on 22:21



AN APPEAL FOR GRACE!
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• Gala9ans 1:3
• Gala9ans 6:18 

• Ephesians 1:2
• Ephesians 6-23

• Philippians 1:2
• Philippians 4:23

• Colossians 1:2
• Colossians 4:18 

• 1 Thessalonians 1:1
• 1 Thessalonians 5:28 

• 2 Thessalonians 1:2 
• 2 Thessalonians 3:18 

• 1 Timothy 1:2
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• 2 Timothy 1:2
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• Titus 3:15

• 1 Peter 1:2 
• 1 Peter 5:12
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“with” - μετά - ‘meta’
denocng accompaniment; “amid”;
aier(-ward), x that he again, against, among, x 
and, + follow, hence, hereaier, in, of, (up-)on …etc



“Grace ‘amongst’ you”



Greek: χάρις = charis
• acceptable, benefit, favour, gii, grace(- ious), joy, 

liberality, pleasure, thanks.

• Lexicon: graciousness, of manner or act.  
Especially the divine influence upon the heart, and 
its refleccon in the life - including gractude)

Grace in the New Testament



2 Corinthians 4:14-15
“…knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will 
also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. 
For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having 
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to 
abound to the glory of God.”

GRACE…
• SPREADS!
• It is for the purpose of PRAISE & THANKSGIVING !



Romans 15:15-16
“Nevertheless, brethren, I have wri2en more boldly to you 
on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace
given to me by God, that I might be a minister of Jesus 
Christ to the Gen?les, ministering the gospel of God, that 
the offering of the Gen?les might be acceptable, sanc?fied 
by the Holy Spirit.”

By GRACE…

• We minister the Gospel !



Ephesians 3:8
“To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this 
grace was given, that I should preach among the 
GenHles the unsearchable riches of Christ…”

By GRACE…

• We preach Christ !



what grace enables…
• 2 Corinthians 8:1-4

To ENDURE AFFLICTION - WITH JOY! 

• 2 Corinthians 9:7-9
To ENABLE GOOD WORKS

• 2 Timothy 2:1-7
To BE STRONG. To ENDURE HARDSHIP. 

• James 4:1-6
To BE STRONG AGAINST THE WORLD



Two giSs given



The Gi'



Grace

• Grace is GIVEN 47x

• Grace is RECEIVED 32x

• Grace must be REFLECTED 27x



Grace

• Grace is GIVEN 47x
75%

• Grace is RECEIVED 32x

• Grace must be REFLECTED 27x 25%



A missing quarter



2 Peter 3:17-18
“You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, 
being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Grow
• Greek: auxanō
• ‘to enlarge’ (literally or figura7ve, ac7vely 

or passively) 
• ‘To grow’, ‘to increase’.
• A PROLONGED VERB



Acts 20:32
“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word 
of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanc?fied.” 

“build up” = ‘epoikodome’

• ‘to build UPON’
• Lexicon: to finish the structure of which 

the founda7on has already been laid

• By GRACE - WE MUST BUILD! 



1 Corinthians 3:9-11
“For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you 
are God's building. According to the grace of God which was 
given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the 
founda?on, and another builds on it. But let each one take 
heed” 

“build up” = ‘epoikodome’

• ‘to build UPON’
• Lexicon: to finish the structure of which 

the founda7on has already been laid

• By GRACE - WE MUST BUILD! 



Romans 12:3-6
“For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to 
each one a measure of faith.  
For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same func?on, so we, being 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of 
one another. Having then giNs differing according to the 
grace that is given to us, let us use them…

By GRACE:
• WE MUST LAY THE FOUNDATIONS! 
• WE MUST BUILD!
• WE MUST SERVE!



Hebrews 12:28
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be shaken, let us have grace. By which we may 
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”



Grace – works!



What grace enables…
• To give PRAISE & THANKSGIVING
• To MINISTER to one another
• To TEACH and PREACH
• To SHINE THE LIGHT of the Gospel.  
• To WORK TOGETHER 
• To ENDURE AFFLICTION and HARDSHIP - with joy. 
• To be GENEROUS – despite our poverty. 
• To STAND FIRM 
• To be STRENGTHENED. 
• To be STRONG against the world 
• TO BUILD UPON…



Titus 2:1-14
…For the grace of God that brings salva4on has appeared to 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of 
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for 
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good 
works. 



Grace teaches…

• KINDNESS

• HUMILITY 

• PATIENCE



Titus 2:1-14
…For the grace of God that brings salva4on has appeared to 
men, teaching us that: 
1) denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
2) we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 

present age
3) looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 

great God and Savior Jesus Christ…
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Titus 2:1-14
…For the grace of God that brings salva4on has appeared to 
men, teaching us that: 
1) denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
2) we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the 

present age
3) looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 
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“hope” – Greek: ‘elpis’
• faith, hope
• Expecta7on or confidence of:.
• Root – ‘elpō’ : to an7cipate, usually with pleasure



2 Peter 3:17-18
You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, 
beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, 
being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

“Grow”
• Greek: auxanō
• ‘to enlarge’ (literally or figura7ve, ac7vely 

or passively) 
• ‘To grow’, ‘to increase’.
• A PROLONGED VERB



Peter’s epistles
• 1 Peter 1:2
Grace to you and peace be mul9plied.

• 2 Peter 1:2 
Grace and peace be mul9plied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,

Mul7plied
• Greek: plēthynō
• ‘to increase’. ‘to abound’



2 Peter 1:2-11
“…Grace and peace be mul0plied to you… in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us 
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corrup0on that is in the world through lust.
But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-
control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these 
things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor 
unfruiEul in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, 
and has forgoGen that he was cleansed from his old sins. 
Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and 
elec0on sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for 
so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the 
everlas0ng kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
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that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him 
who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us 
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unfruiEul in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, 
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“Add to”: 

GROW!
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Romans 5:14-21
V14-15:…”The free giN is not like the offense. 
For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the 
grace of God and the giN by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded to many.”

V17: “For if by the one man's offense death reigned through 
the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace 
and of the giN of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ”.

v20-21: “Moreover the law entered that the offense might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much 
more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might 
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”



Romans 5:14-21
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For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the 
grace of God and the giN by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
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Abounded / Abundance
V15: perisseuō
V17: perisseia
• ‘abound’. ‘abundant’.  
• “to super-abound”  (quan7ty or quality).  
• ‘to excel’.  ‘to be in excess’.
• ‘to cause to super-abound’ 



Romans 5:14-21
V14-15:…”The free giN is not like the offense. 
For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the 
grace of God and the giN by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded to many.”

V17: “For if by the one man's offense death reigned through 
the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace 
and of the giN of righteousness will reign in life through the 
One, Jesus Christ”.

v20-21: “Moreover the law entered that the offense might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much 
more, so that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might 
reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.”

Abounded
V21: hyperperisseuō
• ‘abound much more’
• ‘to enjoy abundantly’
• ‘to super-abound’ 



to LAVISH! 



Ephesians 1:7-10
“In Him we have redemp?on through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 
which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence, having made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He purposed in 
Himself, that in the dispensa?on of the fullness of the ?mes 
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him.

Abounded / Abundance
• Greek: perisseuō
• ‘abound’. ‘abundant’.  
• “to super-abound”  (quan7ty or quality).  
• ‘to excel’.  ‘to be in excess’.
• ‘to cause to super-abound’



1 Timothy 1:14
“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, 
because He counted me faithful, puZng me into the 
ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy 
because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. And the grace of our 
Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which 
are in Christ Jesus.”

exceedingly abundant
• Greek: hyperpleonazō
• hyper: ‘to be more than’ – ie ‘to exceed’ 
• pleonazo: ‘to increase’. ‘To be abundant’
• ‘to super-abound’



God’s grace is Torren/al!



2 Corinthians 9:7-8
“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that 
you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an 
abundance for every good work.”

Abound / Abundance
• Greek: perisseuō
• ‘abound’. ‘abundant’.  
• “to super-abound”  (quan7ty or quality).  
• ‘to excel’.  ‘to be in excess’.
• ‘to cause to super-abound’



2 Corinthians 8:6-7
“So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also 
complete this grace in you as well. But as you abound in 
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in 
this grace also”.

Abound / Abundance
• Greek: perisseuō
• ‘abound’. ‘abundant’.  
• “to super-abound”  (quan7ty or quality).  
• ‘to excel’.  ‘to be in excess’.
• ‘to cause to super-abound’



2 Corinthians 4:15
“For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread 
through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the 
glory of God.”

Abound / Abundance
• Greek: perisseuō
• ‘abound’. ‘abundant’.  
• “to super-abound”  (quan7ty or quality).  
• ‘to excel’.  ‘to be in excess’.
• ‘to cause to super-abound’



Grace at work
“The riches of God’s grace, that He has LAVISHED ON US 

in all wisdom and understanding”
Ephesians 1:7


